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Reflection on our term
We’ve made it to Christmas!  What an incredibly long term it has been, but it has been so full 
of learning and adventures that at times it has flown by!
This term has been full of exciting opportunities including: Reception’s trip to St. Albans 
Cathedral; various sports trips and competitions; swimming on Micklem’s playground; EYFS 
and KS1’s Nativities; an OFSTED inspection;Carols Around the Tree; the return of School 
Discos; Christmas Craft Fayres and parent visits.
We have really enjoyed supporting the learning of your children this term and have seen 
them making progress as they develop their skills.  We are looking forward to what the new 
year will bring and are more determined than ever to develop our own practice and 
continue to support your children.
We are excited to announce that from January (an as yet unspecified date) we will be 
working alongside Magic Breakfast to provide breakfast for every child in the school on a 
daily basis.  Breakfast Club provision will remain as it is, but all children that arrive at school will 
be provided something to eat.  We will send out further information in due course.
I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all of our staff, who work 
tirelessly to make Micklem a fantastic place to learn.  They are always giving their all to 
ensure that your children get the best possible offer.  I’m sure you will join me in thanking 
them for their never ending contributions.  In regards to staffing we are saying an exciting 
‘see you soon’ to Miss Courtnell, who will be starting her maternity leave in January.  We wish 
her all the best and are looking forward to meeting her new arrival.  We will also be 
welcoming Miss Jolly as our Year 4 teacher and welcoming back Mrs Walker as our Year 5 
teacher.  I’m sure that you will all make them feel incredibly welcome and part of the 
Micklem family.
Lastly, I would like to say a thank you to you, parents.  You spend more time with your 
children than anyone, and it is with your support that we can make this school even better.  I 
look forward to continuing to work with you in 2024 and wish you and your families a Very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Be Kind.  Show Respect.  Aim High.
Mr. Swift

Attendance 
1st September - 20th December 2023

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6

85.3% 89.7% 95.2% 93.3% 96.9% 94% 91.8% 94.5%

Class above our 95% target



Learning of the Week
15th December

R 1 2 3 4 5 6

15/12 Wyatt
Finlay

Alfie
Jasmine 
George 
(reader)

Emberly 
James 

Stefan
Artem

Sofia (reader)

Sophie
James

Oliver
Adrian

Delilah 
Michaela

Congratulations to these children who have produced an excellent piece of learning over 
the last couple of weeks.  Well done to the following children for aiming high with their 
reading and achieving their  reading awards.

Upcoming Dates

Date Event

08/01 Children Return to School

15/01 Nursery Application Open

18/01 Census Day

23/01 Year 3 Target Games at Hemel Hempstead School

W/C 05/02 Children’s Mental Health Week

06/02 Safer Internet Day

15/02 Valentines Disco

19/02 - 23/02 Half Term Holiday

26/02 Children Back to School

07/03 World Book Day

08/03 Mother’s Day Gift Sale

W/C 11/03 Neuro-Diversity Week

15/03 Red Nose Day

21/03 Nursery Open Morning

22/03 Nursery Application Close

28/03 Children Finish School at 1:30 for the Easter Holidays







Reception

‘I really like singing’ - Bella
‘I like making cards for people’ - Josh and Finlay
‘I really enjoyed the Christmas party’ - Wyatt and 

Ayla
‘I really liked dancing at the party’ - Zuzanna

We all enjoyed our trip to the Abbey, our disco, 
our craft day with our families and of course, our 

nativity play!!

Year 1

I had so much fun singing in our 
Christmas production- Jasmine

I really enjoyed learning all our cool 
dance moves for the play- Harry G

Year 2

I have enjoyed learning my times tables 
in maths this term as well as D&T - Jason 

I have enjoyed Science this term - Liz

Year 3

In Maths I enjoyed measuring 
with jugs, rulers and weighing 

scales - Ama

In DT, Cam and I made a 
Dinosaur egg toy.  When you 
blew up a balloon the egg 

hatched - Leo K

Year 4

We learnt all about 
Christingles and enjoyed 
making our own version - 

Year 4

Year 5

I loved DT as we got to make moving 
toys. - Jessica

I’ve enjoyed English, especially the 
book, ‘The Boy in the Tower’ - Albert

Science. It’s been great learning 
about forces and doing experiments - 

Jessie

Year 6

“We enjoyed learning about 
fairground rides and we added 
circuits to make them move”

“We loved reading the Letters of 
the lighthouse”

What did your children 
find exciting in their 

recent learning?



SEND and Family Support Information
DSPL8 Parent/ Carer Newsletter and 

Dacorum SEND Courses, Support & Information for Families 
  

The latest ‘DSPL8 Parent/Carer Newsletters’ & ‘Dacorum Parent/ Carers courses and 
support: Spring 2024’ are available to download from DSPL8’s website via the 
following link: https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers/  

Their most recent newsletter includes: 

● Update on DSPL8 Communications 
● Job opportunities to develop whole family 

SEND work in Hertfordshire  
● DSPL8 Dacorum Families SEND Information 

Fayre: 07.12.2023 
● ADD-vance Drop-in Consultations: 10.01.2024 
● SEND Surgery: 23.01.2024 
● DSPL8 EBSA Coffee Morning: 30.01.2024 
● Anxiety Unravelled Course by Bounce 

Forward: 28.02.2024-13.03.2024 
● Spring Term DSPL8 Parent/Carer Support 

Dacorum Parent/Carer courses and support available from various local providers: 

● Parenting Courses and Support in Dacorum Spring 
Term 2024 

● HAPpy Camps 
● SPACE Hertfordshire: December Activities 
● Potential Kids: December Activities 
● New Herts Haven Café for young people’s 

emotional wellbeing opens in Hemel Hempstead  
● Relationship Support for parents 
● Neurodiversity Support Hub 
● SEND Drop-in sessions 

Follow DSPL8’s social media pages for their most recent updates:  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/dspldacorum      Instagram:www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum 

https://dacorumdspl.org.uk/online-resources-for-parents-and-carers/
http://www.facebook.com/dspldacorum
http://www.instagram.com/dspl_dacorum


SEND and Family Support Information






